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COME TO THE CONVENTION 


By Exinor Arsic' 


Come to Muscle Shoals, one of the fastest 
growing areas in the South. Renowned for 
its recreation, the area abounds with swim- 
ming, boating, water-skiing, golfing, fish- 
ing, and hunting. 

Come to the Tri-Cities, traditionally cul- 
tural. Maud Lindsay was a beloved story- 
teller to the people of Sheffield. Another 
literary star was the Pulitzer prize winner 
T. S. Stribling, who was educated at Flor- 
ence State Teachers College. The scenes 
for his novels The Store and The Unfinished 
Cathedral were laid in Florence. Florence 
also was the birthplace of W. C. Handy, 
composer of the “St. Louis Blues.” 

Come to Tuscumbia, scene of the first 
railroad in Alabama. Here on the Com- 
mons is Ivy Green, birthplace of Helen 
Keller, now a state shrine and well worth 
visiting. 

Come to Sheffield, famous for Wilson 
Dam and the TVA, site of Reynolds Metals 
Company, Electro Metallurgical Company, 
Diamond Alkali, Union Aluminum Company, 


~ 2 Librarian, Florence-Lauderdale Public Library 
and Muscle Shoals Regional Library. 


and other industrial firms. 

Come to Florence, founded by friends 
of Andrew Jackson. Worth a special visit 
to Florence to see are the Forks of Cypress, 
the only Greek Revival mansion in Alabama 
with columns on all four sides, columns 
which are held together with a mixture of 
sand, horsehair, charcoal and _ molasses: 
Courtview, which took a special act of the 
Alabama legislature to allow it to be erected 
at the head of Court Street; and the first 
Frank Lloyd house in the South. 

If you come west on Highway 20 bring 
your lunch and have a picnic at Wheeler 
Park and view the magnificent Wheeler 
Dam. Then stop by Leighton to see the 
attractive Library and Civic Center created 
from a grease-laden garage. If you come 
north see Natural Bridge, a few miles from 
Haleyville, and The Dismals, out from Phil 
Campbell. 

Come to the Alabama Library Associa- 
tion’s 52nd Annual Convention in Sheffield 
April 27 and 28, 1956. We bid you welcome. 





PRE-CONVENTION, PUBLIC LIBRARY DIVISION 
Thursday 
3:00 p.m. Sheffield Presbyterian Church, Richardena Ramsey, presiding 
“Progress of Alabama Public Libraries This Past Year” — Evelyn Day Mullen, 
Director, Public Library Service Division 
Organization and meeting of Special Committees 
6:30 p.m. Supper served by women of Sheffield Presbyterian Church. Dorothy Lee, pre- 


siding 


7:30 p.m. “Book Selection” — Joe Langston, Assistant Director, Birmingham Public Li- 


brary 


“An Adult Education Program” — Gretchen Schenk, Summerdale, Alabama 
DUES, RESERVATIONS, AND PREFERENCES 


Send hotel reservation to any of these: 


Hotel Muscle Shoals, Sheffield, Alabama 


Hillcrest Motel, 3115 Jackson Highway, Sheffield, Alabama 
Jack Lee Motel, 2910 Jackson Highway, Sheffield, Alabama 
Riveree Motel, Jackson Highway, Sheffield, Alabaam 
Shellaine Courts, 1701 Jackson Highway, Sheffield, Alabama 
Rates range from $4.00 to $7.00 per day 
(Pre-conference April 26-27; Association meeting April 27-28) 
Send reservation for supper, Thursday, to Miss Evelyn Peeler, Florence Public Library, 


Florence, Alabama (Price $1.50) 
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ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


52nd Annual Conference 
APRIL 26-28, 1956 
SHEFFIELD, ALABAMA — MUSCLE SHOALS HOTEL 
THEME: Readers, Reading, and Books 


Thursday, April 26 
Pre-Conference, Public Library Division, Miss Mildred Goodrich, presiding. 


3:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m._...Committee Workshops 
C00 Bee Division Dinner 
7:30 p.m.- 9:30 p.m.....Book Selection; Leader, Mr. Joe Langston 


Friday, April 27 

GOD CA cscs Registration (Registration desk will be open for the benefit of late 
comers until 2:00 p.m. April 28) 

10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m...Public Library Division, Busines Meeting. Miss Mildred Good- 
rich, presiding 

Trustees and Friends of Public Libraries. Mr. James M. McCain, 
presiding. Program to be announced. 

10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m... Executive Council, Open Meeting. 

12:00 m. - 2:00 p.m......Friends of the Library Luncheon, Mrs. Willa Boysworth, presid- 
ing. Guest speaker, Mr. James L. Love, Chairman, Louisiana 
State Library Board. Topic to be announced. 

2:30 p.m.- 4:00 p.m......First General Session, Mrs. Jean Hoffman, presiding. Guest 
speaker, Mr. Arthur T. Hamlin, Executive Secretary, Associa- 
tion of College and Reference Libraries: “The Responsibility of 
College Libraries to Develop Lifetime Reading Habits.” 

4:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m......Relaxation, boat rides, and barbecue supper at the lake. 

8:00 p.m.- 9:30 p.m.....Second General Session, Mrs. Willa Boysworth, presiding. Speaker 
to be announced. 


Saturday, April 28 
8:00 a.m.- 9:30 a.m. ....College and Special Libraries Division Breakfast. Mrs. Vivian 
M. Lawson, presiding. Guest speaker, Mrs. Frances Neel 
Cheney, Peabody Library School. Topic to be announced. 
bes Business Meeting and Introduction of Exhibitors. Mrs. Willa 
Boysworth, presiding. 
12:00 m. - 2:00 p.m......School Librarians Division Luncheon. Miss Sybil Baird, presid- 
ing. Speaker to be announced. 
Alabama Chapter, Special Libraries Association, Luncheon. Mrs. 
Cleo Cason, presiding. 
2:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m._.Free time for tours and visiting Exhibits. 
7:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m._..Banquet, Mrs. Willa Boysworth, presiding. Guest speaker, Dr. 
Bell I. Wiley, Southern Historian and Author: “A Portrait of 
Plain Americans.” 
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GREETINGS 


to the 


ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


From 


HOTEL MUSCLE SHOALS 


SHEFFIELD 





100% Air Conditioned 
Serving Fine Food 


Recommended by Duncan Hines 
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The Cover 


Achievement through individual and 
group cooperation has been the keynote 
of the development of the Muscle Shoals 
Regional Library which had its be- 
innings seventy-five years ago as a sub- 
scription library called the Southern 
Library. It was through the efforts of 
the Exchange and the Civitan Clubs of 
Florence, under the leadership of Dr. 
Henry Cheney, and with assistance from 
the Alabama Public Library Service Di- 
vision, that free library service came into 
existence in Lauderdale County in 1943. 
A countywide program was initiated by 
the newly organized Florence-Lauder- 
dale County Library, with headquarters 
off the lobby of Hotel Reeder and a 
trained librarian in charge. 


As early as 1945, a library building 
fund was established with a gift of 
$25,000 by Mr. Louis Rosenbaum, who, 
with his brother, Mr. Stanley Rosenbaum, 
pledged an additional $15,000 a short 
time later, provided that a necessary 
$56,600 be raised elsewhere. In a cam- 
paign under the direction of W. H. 
Mitchell, H. A. Bradshaw, and Jewett 
T. Flagg, this amount was oversubscribed 
in two months time, in addition to 
$14,000 for equipment which the citizens 
of Florence had previously donated. It 
was through this generous cooperation 
of individuals and groups that in 1949 
one of Alabama’s handsomest buildings 
was erected in Florence to house one of 
the state’s strongest library programs. 

In the meantime, at an open meeting 
held in Colbert County in the early 
months of 1947, plans were made to form 
a regional library with Lauderdale and 
Colbert counties and the cities of Flor- 
ence and Sheffield as supporting agen- 
cies, and with state and TVA aid. The 
Muscle Shoals Regional Library was thus 
established on October 1, 1947, with 
headquarters in Florence. With the de- 
velopment of this expanded program, the 


a 


extension of services to rural areas be- 
came greater and greater. This need was 
met by the Florence Post No. 11 of the 
American Legion who presented the Li- 
brary with a panel truck which was suc- 
cessfully converted into the library’s first 
bookmobile. This truck literally wore 
out in service, and in 1955 a campaign 
to raise funds for a new book truck was 
undertaken. Public response was im- 
mediate and generous. In August 1955, 
a new modern Gerstenslager bookmobile 
featuring inside and outside service be- 
gan a new chapter in the services of the 
Muscle Shoals Regional Library to its 
rural readers. 


The Sheffield Public Library which is 
one of the large units of service in the 
Regional system had its beginnings in 
1919 also as a subscription library and 
continued to be financed by what-have- 
you means until 1946. In 1920 when 
a group of twenty young women obtained 
quarters in the municipal building and a 
small appropriation from the City Coun- 
cil for a librarian’s salary and a monthly 
book fund, the organization became a 
free lending library. The amazingly 
rapid increase in patrons soon made 
larger quarters necessary. A centrally 
located store building which had good 
possibilities for conversion for library use 
was offered for sale about this time. 
A Sheffield Friends of the Library group 
was organized and undertook to raise 
funds for the purchase and equipment 
of this building. So successful were the 
Friends in this undertaking that in June 
of 1948 Sheffield opened to the public 
one of the most attractive and _ best 
planned library buildings in the state. 
The Sheffield Public Library remains a 
show place of what can be done to con- 
vert a store building into functional li- 
brary quarters. 

The third larger unit of service of the 
Regional Library system is the Leighton 
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Public Library which was established in 
1936. In the spring of 1954, this thriv- 
ing community service was moved into 
charming quarters in a remodelled ga- 
rage building in the downtown area. The 
building was deeded to the library 
board by one of its members, Mrs. Ed 
Fennell, and the converted building was 
commodiously furnished by the citizens 
of this little city. 

The Muscle Shoals Regional Library 
as it operates today with an annual ap- 
propriation of $38,000 is supported by 
appropriations from Lauderdale and Col- 
bert Counties, the cities of Florence and 
Sheffield, and the Florence and Sheffield 


Community Chests, with a small con- 





tinuation aid from the state. The li- 
brary has a book collection of some 
55,000 volumes with an annual circula- 
tion which now tops 490,000. Periodi- 
cals, phonograph records, and art col- 
lections are important and_ valuable 
additions to the library’s resources. 

Visitors to the Muscle Shoals Regional 
Library system are immediately aware 
of a feeling that here is a vital, growing 
organization which is what it is because 
of the fine cooperative spirit which pre- 
vails throughout these northwest Alabama 
counties. 


—By Etinor Arsic, 


Muscle Shoals Regional Library 
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FOUNDATIONS AID 


Sets of Great Books 
Awarded in Alabama 

A number of libraries in Alabama were 
recently awarded free sets of the Great 
Books of the Western World through the 
generosity of the Old Dominion Foundation. 

The college libraries receiving the monu- 
mental 54-volume work were: Alabama Col- 
lege, Montevallo; St. Bernard College, St. 
Bernard; Troy State Teachers College, Ala- 
bama State Teachers College, Montgomery; 
Huntingdon College, Montgomery. 

The following public libraries also re- 
ceived sets: Anniston Carnegie Library; 
Muscle Shoals Regional Library, Florence; 
the Public Library Service Division, Mont- 
gomery; Montgomery Public Library, and 
Montgomery County Library.. 

One military library, the Base Library at 
Maxwell Air Force Base, received a set. 

The American Library Association served 
as the selecting and distributing agency for 
the 1600 available sets, and tried to allocate 
the books so as to meet the greatest need 
and provide the maximum service. There 
were 3,749 applications from interested li- 
brarians throughout the United States. 

(Editor's Postscript—Please let me know 
if your library received a set and you are 
not listed here—RRF) 


ALABAMA LIBRARIES 


Four Colleges Receive Grants 

Four colleges in Alabama were recipients 
recently of direct cash grants from the 
United States Steel Foundation through the 
ACRL of the American Library Association. 
Throughout the United States, 400 colleges 
requested grants, out of which 89 were se- 
lected to receive varying amounts of money 
with which to strengthen or modernize their 
libraries. 

Birmingham-Southern, according to Mar- 
garet Hughes, librarian of the M. Paul 
Phillips Library, plans to use its grant of 
$300 to supplement its holdings of journals 
recommended by the Southern Association 
of Colleges which are not available in the 
Birmingham area. 

Athens College, Miles College, and Talla- 
dega College also received grants varying 
from one to three hundred dollars for their 
libraries. 





You are invited to send copy for the 
Southeastern Librarian to Jean Hoffman, 
Alabama representative on the editorial 
board. The deadline for the summer issue 
is May 12. 

Please send items appropriate for the 
Varia column, as well as articles and ad- 
dresses which have not appeared in print. 
These will be forwarded for publication. 
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STATE-WIDE CONFERENCE FOR SCHOOL 
LIBRARIANS HELD IN MONTGOMERY 
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Among the leaders of the Conference were Miss Martha Blackshear, School Libraries 


By MozELLE CuMMINGs' 






ee 


Consultant; Mrs. Mozelle Cummings, Librarian of Montgomery County High School, 
Ramer; Dr. C. M. Dannelly, Superintendent of Montgomery County and City Schools; 
and Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, Supervisor of Libraries in the Raleigh Public Schools, 


Raleigh, N. C. 


“The Second Mile—Facing Our Prob- 
lems” was the theme of the workshop for 
school librarians which convened February 
3 and 4 in the library of the State Depart- 
ment of Education and in the Whitley Hotel, 
Montgomery, Alabama, sponsored jointly by 
the division of elementary and vocational 
education. To Miss Martha Jule Blackshear, 
School Libraries Consultant with the State 
Department of Education, goes the praise 
for a valuable and well-attended session 
which featured addresses by Mrs. Mary 
Peacock Douglas, Supervisor of Libraries, 
Raleigh, North Carolina Public Schools. 

The series of meetings opened Friday, 
February 3, with welcome addresses by 
Dr. Austin R. Meadows, State Superintend- 
ent of Education; Mr. J. F. Ingram, State 
Supervisor, Trade and Industrial Education; 
and Dr. C. M. Dannelly, Superintendent of 
Montgomery City and County Schools. Dr. 
Meadows assured the group of his concern 
for improved library service in the schools. 


‘ Librarian, Montgomery County High School, 
Ramer. 


He added that the aim of his administration 
was “to sharpen the edges of instruction in 
Alabama” and that libraries were a vital 
part of this program. Dr. Ingram pointed 
out the necessity of a sound education as 
a basis for success in industry. “Libraries,” 
he said “are an important part of modern 
education.” Dr. Dannelly spoke of the 
necessity of books to a broad general educa- 
tion and emphasized the difficulty of serv- 
ing all students adequately in the present 
crowded conditions. He pointed out the 
importance of Montgomery’s city and county 
Bookmobiles which make books available to 
many children who would otherwise be un- 
able to get them. 

Mrs. Douglas used the theme of the con- 
vention for the subject of her first address. 
“One of the greatest problems today,” she 
said, “is the lack of elementary school li- 
braries. Not only are the children deprived 
of the use of books, but they reach high 
school knowing few techniques of library 








HUNTTING’S 





8 
use.” She warned each librarian to study 
her situation carefully to see what could 
be accomplished. She urged that problems 
be distinguished from annoyances and that 
diplomacy be employed to foster better re- 
lations with other groups whom the librarian 
hopes to serve. Mrs. Douglas entertained 
questions from the floor, answering with wit 
and humor, as well as keen understanding 
of the day-to-day problems of school li- 
brarians. Miss Blackshear presided at this 
meeting, giving an overall picture of the 
entire session and introducing distinguished 
visitors, among whom was Dr. J. H. Hadley, 
Assistant State Superintendent of Education. 
The Friday afternoon session was held in 
the library of the State Department of Edu- 
cation. Mrs. Mozelle B. Cummings, Libra- 
rian, Montgomery County High School, 
Ramer, presided over the meeting of which 
Miss Sybil Baird, president of the Alabama 
Association of School Librarians, was the 





NEW REVISED 
(To Summer 1956) 


STANDARD JUVENILE CATALOG 


Indicates Titles For Which 


WILSON CATALOG CARDS 
ARE AVAILABLE 


OVER 10,000 TITLES INCLUDED 
—SUPPLIED IN 


PUBLISHER'S BINDING 
HUNTTING QUALITY BUCKRAM 
PLASTI-KLEER* ECONOMY BINDING 


also the most complete selection of prebound 


PRIMERS AND READERS 
and EASY BOOKS 


If you have not received your copies, 
send for them today 


THE H. R. HUNTTING CO. 
29 Worthington Street 
Springfield 3, Mass. 


Over a Half Century Serving 
Libraries and Schools 





*Trade-Mark of Bro-Dart Industries, Inc. 
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moderator. Establishing the fact that from 
10 to 16 percent of school children fall into 
the category of superior students, the pane! 
discussed “What Can the Librarian Do for 
the Gifted Child?” by pointing out ways o! 
identifying and serving the needs of thes 
students. Those participating in the dis- 
cussion were: Mrs. Pauline Nelson, Libra- 
rian, Anniston Junior High School; Miss 
Mildred Lemai Smith, Librarian, Vigor High 
School; Miss Frances Seay, Librarian, Ensley 
High School; Mrs. Mary Ann Hanna, Li- 
brarian, Trussville High School; Sister Marie 
Catherine, Teacher, Catholic High School, 
Montgomery; Mrs. Corrie King, Teacher, 
Lee High School, Montgomery; and Miss 
Mary Emma Barnes, Librarian, Northport 
High School. Following the discussion in- 
terested librarians made a tour of the State 
Office Building or examined exhibits. 

The dinner meeting Friday night at the 
Whitley Hotel featured an inspiring address, 
“Magic and Hope in Books,” by Mrs. Doug- 
las. Quoting eloquently from many areas 
of literature, Mrs. Douglas developed her 
theme “make things make themselves” and 
called librarians “dealers magic and 
hope.” “To know many books and some 
of them intimately,” she said, “is one of the 
great values of life.” Mrs. Laura Gaines 
Sprott, Librarian, Troy High School, pre- 
sided. 

Saturday’s meeting with Mrs. Mary Eliza- 
beth Edwards, Librarian, Hayneville, pre- 
siding, was devoted to discussion of 
practical problems both in the concluding 
address by Mrs. Douglas, “The Second Mile 
—Planning Our Service,” and in the small 
group discussions on “Ways of Working with 
Pupils and Teachers.” Following a report 
of a panel on evaluation and recommenda- 
tions, Dr. W. Morrison McCall, Director, 
Division of Elementary Education, State 
Department of Education, spoke on “The 
Place of State-wide Conferences in Improv- 
ing Library Service.” The meeting was ad- 
journed at 12:30 with an overwhelming 
vote of appreciation to those who had made 
the conference possible, especially to Miss 
Blackshear for her efficient handling of de- 
tails and to Mrs. Douglas for many practical 
suggestions and for genuine inspiration. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


(Please bring your copy of The Alabama Librarian to the Conference 
with you as new Constitutional Amendments must be voted on.) 


ARTICLE I—NAME 

Section 1. The name of this organization 

shall be the Alabama Library Association. 
ARTICLE II—OBJECTIVES 

Section 1. The purposes for which this 
association is formed are to promote the wel- 
fare of libraries and the interests of librar- 
ians and those involved in the development 
of library service throughout the State of 
Alabama; to receive from any source vol- 
untary contributions, donations or gifts or 
property of any kind, character and descrip- 
tion; and to use the same or any part there- 
of in carrying out the aforesaid purpose; to 
hold the same or any part thereof in trust 
and to maintain an endowment thereof, with 
power to use any part thereof or the income 
therefrom in fulfilling the purposes of this 
association. 

ARTICLE III—MEMBERS 

Section 1. Any person or institution in- 
terested in the objects of this association 
may become a member of the association 
on payment of the dues provided for in 
the by-laws. 

Section 2. The Association may from time 
to time elect as honorary members, persons 
who have given valuable aid toward the 
realization of the objectives to which the 
Association is dedicated. 

ARTICLE IV—MEMBERSHIP CLASSES 

Section 1. Members of this association 
shall be divided by class into life members, 
annual members, and institutional members. 
Any corporation or association may become 
an institutional member and shall designate 
the name or names of persons applying for 
membership. These persons, as individuals, 
shall be entitled to all privileges of mem- 
bers. 

ARTICLE V—MANAGEMENT 

Section 1. The business of the associa- 
tion shall be entrusted to the Executive 


' As revised at the Annual Meeting of the Ala- 
Py Library Association, April, 1950, 1953, 


Council, but the association may, by three- 
fourths vote of those present and voting, 
take direct action or revise the action of 
the Executive Council or give it mandatory 
instruction. 


ARTICLE VI—OFFICERS 
Section 1. The officers of the association 
shall be a president, a vice-president, a 
secretary and a treasurer. The vice-presi- 
dent shall be president-elect. The officers 
shall be members of the Executive Council, 
and in addition to such officers the mem- 
bership of the Executive Council shall con- 
sist of the immediate past president, the 
American Library Association Councilor, the 
Southeastern Library Association Councilor, 
the editor of The Alabama Librarian, and 
the representatives elected by the Divisions 

chosen as specified in the by-laws. 


ARTICLE VII—DUTIES OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Section 1. Two-thirds of the total mem- 
bers of the Executive Council constitutes a 
quorum. 

Section 2. The Executive Council shall 
meet immediately prior to the first session 
of the regular annual meeting of the asso- 
ciation on call of the President. 

Section 3. The Executive Council shall 
delegate to the President the appointment of 
all committees, but shall have the power 
to suggest appointments and shall have the 
final approval of all appointments made. 

Section 4. The Executive Council will 
approve all encumbrances and expenditures 
of association funds, but may delegate to 
the president authority to approve encum- 
brances or expenditures. 

Section 5. The Executive Council shall 
administer the business affairs of the asso- 
ciation, and it shall have power in the in- 
tervals between the meetings of the associa- 
tion to act on all matters on which a simple 
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Inspire your planning imagination with 
the result of “new thinking” in library 
equipment — TREND library furniture. 


TREND furniture, with its flush con- 
struction, rounded corners and simple 
lines, is designed and built to meet the 
library needs of both today and tomor- 
tow. TREND blends beauty with com- 
fort and durability to achieve livability 
and enduring pleasure. And, TREND 
Color Line Library Tables, with tops 
in eight soft decorator colors, bring a 
new element ...color harmony ... to 
your library interiors. 


#?. eounygton Bland 


FOR LIBRARY PLANNERS 


THE ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


TREND Color Line 
Tel e-1a-M adel tale Mm f-] 0) 
Tale Mm aal-mal-ay 
Cherner Chair. 





Above all, the research, testing and 
“know how” embodied in TREND furni- 
ture is the exclusive result of Library 
Bureau’s 75 years of experience — ex- 
perience that can also provide you with 
a wealth of planning information. 


Whether you are building a new 
library, modernizing or expanding an 
existing one, see why librarians and 
library architects the nation over are 
specifying TREND. See TREND furniture 
in Library Bureau’s new furniture cat- 
alog LB709. Write today for your 
FREE copy! 











r th A A — "7 
2216 Sth Avenue, Birmingham 3, Ala. : 

| want a free copy of Library Bureau furniture | 

catalog LB709. 

NAME & TITLE | 
ADDRESS. - | 

CITY ZONE__STATE__—_ | 
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majority of those present reach agreement. 

Section 6. The Executive Council shall 
direct and. provide for the publications of 
the association. 

Section 7. The Executive Council shall 
choose an auditing committee of two whose 
findings shall be appended to the annual 
report of the Treasurer. 

Section 8. The decision of the Executive 
Council shall be final in all matters referred 
by the association to the Executive Council 
for action. 

Section 9. The Executive Council shall 
have the authority to invite any person or 
persons to attend any meeting of the Coun- 
cil to render advice or information relative 
to the affairs of the association. After re- 
ceiving such advice or information the 
Council shall go into executive session for 
the remainder of the meeting. 

ARTICLE VIII—MEETINGS 

Section 1. There shall be an annual 
spring meeting of the association, the exact 
time and place to be determined by the 
Executive Council. Special meetings of the 
association may be called by the Executive 
Council or may be called by the president, 
on request of ten members of the associa- 
tion. At least three weeks’ notice shall be 
given for special meetings and only business 
mentioned in the call shall be transacted. 

Section 2. Between meetings of the As- 
sociation votes may be taken by mail when 
so authorized by the Executive Council, and 
a simple majority vote shall be required to 
carry, provided this number is not less than 
fifty per cent of the membership at the time 
of voting. 

ARTICLE IX—AMENDMENTS 

Section 1. This constitution may be 
amended at any meeting of the association 
by a three-fourths vote of the members 
provided that notices of the amendment be 
sent twenty days previously to the members 
of the association. 

Section 2. Any by-law may be amended, 
revoked or suspended by a three-fourths 
vote of those present and voting at any 
meeting of the association. 

BY-LAWS 
ARTICLE I—DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
Section 1. The term of office of all of- 
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ficers of this Association shall commence at 
the adjournment of the annual meeting at 
which they are elected. 

Section 2. The duties of all officers shall 
be such as are ordinarily implied by their 
respective titles, except as modified by the 
by-laws. 

Section 3. The secretary and_ treasurer 
shall render annual reports to the associa- 
tion at its annual meeting, and these re- 
ports shall be filed and preserved with the 
records of the association. The officers of 
the association shall deposit in the Alabama 
Department of Archives and History all cor- 
respondence, records and archives not 
needed for current use. 

Section 4. The treasurer of the associa- 
tion shall be an ex-officio member of both 
the Scholarship and Membership Commit- 
tee. 


ARTICLE II—DUES AND QUORUM 

Section 1. Dues for the current fiscal 
year shall accompany all applications for 
membership in the association. 

Section 2. Annual dues shall be payable 
on the first day of January of each year. 

Section 3. The treasurer shall mail no- 
tices of such dues to each member, within 
one week after the first day of January, and 
a second notice to all members who have 
failed to pay the same at a date not later 
than two weeks before the day of the open- 
ing of the annual meeting of the current 
year. 

Section 4. The membership year of the 
association shall be from January 1, through 
December 31. Failure to pay dues for any 
year by the end of the annual spring meet- 
ing shall constitute forfeiture of membership. 

Section 5. Persons who have forfeited 
their membership through non-payment of 
dues may be reinstated upon payment of 
dues for the current year. 

Section 6. Membership dues shall be as 
follows: 

Life—Twenty-five dollars. Such members 

shall be exempt from annual dues. 

Annual members—Two dollars per an- 

num. 

Institutional members—Two dollars per 

annum for each person named in the 
application for membership. 
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Payment of dues by “new” members who 
join after October 1 of any year shall cover 
dues for the balance of the current and also 
for the following membership year. 


a 


Section 7. Twenty-five members shall 
constitute a quorum of the association for 
the transaction of business. 

Section 8. The fiscal year of the associa- 
tion shall be from June 1, through May 31. 


ARTICLE III—ORDER OF BUSINESS 
The order of business at the annual meet- 
ing may be as follows: 
1. Call to order 
2. Address of the President 
3. Reports of secretary, treasurer and 
A.L.A. delegate 
. Reports of Committees 
. Miscellaneous business 
. Resolutions 
. Election of officers 
. Adjournment 


ARTICLE IV—AFFILIATION WITH THE 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Section 1. The treasurer shall pay to the 

American Library Association such annual 

dues as the schedule of the American Li- 

brary Association shall show to be war- 

ranted by the membership of the association 

on May l. 


CAND a 
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Section 2. A Councilor shall be elected 
every four years to serve on the Council of 
the American Library Association. The 
president of the association, with the ap- 
proval of the Executive Council, shall make 
any appointments necessary to fill vacancies 
that may occur. 

ARTICLE V—PUBLICATION 

Section 1. The Alabama Librarian shall 
be the official publication of the Associa- 
tion. 

ARTICLE IV—DIVISIONS 

Section 1. Any twenty members having 
a distinct field of interest in librarianship 
may submit a petition to the Executive 
Board to form a Division of the Alabama 
Library Association. Upon approval by the 
board, the Division is authorized to elect 
officers and to write its own by-laws, pro- 
vided that these by-laws do not conflict 
with the by-laws of the Alabama Library 
Association. 

Section 2. Each Division shall elect two 
representatives to serve for two years as 
members of the Executive Council. Terms 
of the representatives shall expire on al- 
ternate years. The first year this by-law 
goes into effect Divisions shall elect one 
representative for a one-year term and one 
for a two-year term. 











COMPTON'S 
PICTURED ENCYCLOPEDIA 


WITH ITS FAMOUS FACT-INDEX 


Frost In Quality 


THE FINEST PICTURED ENCYCLOPEDIA FOR ALL AGES. 
SEE YOUR NEW 


COMPTON'S 


AT THE A.L.A. CONVENTION IN SHEFFIELD. 
H. M. McINNISH, District Manager 
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DALE COUNTY DEDICATES NEW 
LIBRARY BUILDING 


Dale County’s new library at Ozark was 
formally opened and dedicated on Sunday 
afternoon, February 26, with a program 
featuring an address by Mr. Ralph Ulveling, 
Director of the Detroit Public Library. 
Other speakers during the afternoon were 
Dr. O. C. Carmichael, President of the 
University of Alabama; Dr. Hubert Searcy, 
President of Huntingdon College; Miss 
Evelyn Day Mullen, Director of the Ala- 
bama Public Library Service Division; and 
Mrs. John W. Carroll, Chairman of the 
Dale County Library Board, who gave the 
welcoming speech. Ozark Mayor James 
Douglas Brown presided. 

The new building itself, built at a cost 
of approximately $40,000 on a site donated 
by the city of Ozark, is constructed of 
second-hand brick. It has a concrete block 
interior, aluminum windows and entrance, 
a built-up insulated roof, concrete floors 
covered with asphalt tile, and flourescent 
lighting throughout. 

The building has a reading room, a club 
room, office, work room, lounge, and 
kitchen. In its former quarters in the Dale 
County Office Building, the library con- 
tained about 15,000 books, but the new 
building will provide adequate space for 
about 10,000 more. 

Planning for the new library has been 
underway for over a year, and was begun 
by Mayor Brown and Mrs. Agnes Thomason, 
the former librarian. Mrs. Alice B. Doughtie 
is the present librarian, and her staff mem- 
bers are Mrs. T. F. Eisenman, Mrs. C. E. 
Loftin, and’ Charles Crumpler. 

The library will continue to be called 
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the Dale County War Memorial Library, 
although the building itself was dedicated 
to Dr. Lawrence Reynolds, a native of 
Ozark who has resided in Detroit for a 
number of years. Dr. Reynolds is President 
of the Detroit Library Commission and 
Chief of Staff at Harper Hospital there. 
However, he has shown his continuing in- 
terest in the library in his hometown by 
contributing hundreds of books and sub- 
stantial funds for its support. 





NEW ... 
for your library! 


Peg-Board Displayer 
for the end of a bookstack 


6 bright, new colors of 
Mystik Tape 
Handy 8-pack box for 
circulating strip film 


Write for complete 
information. 


ALABAMA REPRESENTATIVE 
WESLEY SUMMERS 
4181 London Road 
Jacksonville, Florida 








Gaylord? S200. Tuc. 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


SYRACUSE «+ NEW YORK 
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HOW TO PLAY | 
A WINNER sh 


Back in school you won your 
tick-tack-toe by being alert and by 


planning your moves well. The same th 
holds true today in library planning he 
—you have to consider many things. oO 
Quality is most important; your 

library deserves the best in quality to 
and styling. You want the best “looks” gt 
and the best performance, function- cc 
ally. Planning and engineering d 
service should be part of the service : 
you get. And the furniture should 
last and last. All this, of course, adds hi 
up to New Life library furniture. fc 





LIBRARY FURNITURE BY SJOSTROM OF PHILADELPHIA b 


in Alabama: d 
yi 

BODINE, BRYSON & ROLLING t 

719 South 20th Street, Birmingham 4, Alcbame st 


Telephone: 54-4636 al 
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STRANGER ON THE BUS 


By GRETCHEN SCHENK 


The day that Alabama librarians returned 
from the ALA Midwinter meeting in Chi- 
cago, our famous L&N “Humming Bird” 
train stopped flying and crawled instead. 
A freight train derailment north of Nash- 
ville landed us in Mobile just six hours 
late. Yet there seemed to be just a shade 
of a chance to catch that 5:15 bus to Sum- 
merdale. The taxi hurried. Joe Templeton 
rushed my bag into the station. I dashed 
to the ticket counter. Just then the 5:15 
rounded the corner and headed for Bank- 
head Tunnel. Another two hours to wait— 
and on a Saturday night, too! 

Finally—the 7:15 bus, and what a relief. 
It was dark. One could sleep. And what 
did it matter if the bus did make the round- 
trip through Fairhope on this run. Another 
ten minutes, of course, but—one could sleep. 
The seat next to the woman with the 
shopping bag seemed just right. Then— 

“Do you think these camellia cuttings will 
grow? I was over to Mobile to look after 
my mother who lives alone and a neighbor 
gave them to me. It would be grand if 
they did grow. We’ve only lived in Fair- 
hope for five years so we're still working 
on the yard. 

“Wonder if my boy went to the dance 
tonight? He told me this week, ‘Mom, I 
got to dress up like a pirate,’ but I just 
couldn’t find a pirate suit in Mobile Wednes- 
day with Mardi Gras and all, so he said he’d 
fix up his own. He’s a good kid. So are 
all my boys. I got five of them. Two’re 
in the Navy. This one’ll graduate from 
high school next year. Then I got one 
fourteen and the littlest is in sixth grade. 

“Fairhope’s a nice town for boys, but I 
couldn’t a got them raised right if it hadn’t 
been for Miss Braune, our librarian. You 
don’t know Miss Braune, but let me tell 
you, that woman is a wonder. She got the 
two oldest to come to the library. And 
she’d talk to them, and get them to read 
all kinds of books. She got them interested 
in all kinds of hobbies. Has the library 
just full of kids all the time, mostly teen 
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agers that might get to hanging around 
town. I never had to worry about the two 
oldest nor none of the others, and lately I 
got a letter from Stan’s commanding officer, 
telling me what a fine boy we had. That 
made me and my husband right proud. Took 
the letter over to Miss Braune and she sure 
was pleased, too. She’s got the nicest 
smile. Well, here we are. Sure enjoyed 
my talk with you. Sorry you don’t know 
Miss Braune.” 

Not know Miss Braune? Miss Anna 
Brane—the Fairhope librarian—a _ choice 
person if ever there was one. And did I 
think I was tired? Why, this business of 
being a librarian is the most exciting busi- 
ness in the world. Imagine having a com- 
plete stranger, a mother of five boys, talk 
like that about the librarian in her town! 
What a job Miss Braune is doing! What a 
job all librarians-with-a-vision do! 

Summerdale? Already? Gee, I forgot to 
sleep. 


Newbery and Caldecott 
Awards Announced 

The 1955 Newbery award was made in 
early March to Jean Lee Latham for her 
biography Carry On, Mr. Bowditch ( Hough- 
ton, $2.75). The runners-up were Golden 
Name Day, by Jennie Lindquist (Harper, 
$2.50); The Secret River, by Marjorie K. 
Rawlings (Scribner, $2.50); and Men, Mi- 
croscopes and Living Things, by Katherine 
B. Shippen (Viking, $3.00). 

Feodor Rojankovsky received the Calde- 
cott award for his illustrations of Frog Went 
A-Courtin’, by John Langstaff (Harcourt, 
$2.50). The runners-up were Marie Mall 
Ets for illustrating Play With Me (Viking, 
$2.50), and Taro Yashima for illustrating 
Crow Boy (Viking, $2.75). 

The formal presentation of the medals, 
which are donated by Mr. Frederic G. 
Melcher, will be made at the Newbery 
Caldecott banquet on June 19 at the Eden 
Roc Hotel in Miami Beach during the ALA 
Conference. 
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ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
ABSTRACTS FROM MINUTES OF COUNCIL 
February 11, 1956 


The Executive Council of the Alabama 
Library Association met Saturday, February 
11, at 10:00 a.m. in the Rose Room of the 
Birmingham Public Library. 

Council members present were: Willa 
Boysworth, Jean Hoffman, Florine Oltman, 
Sybil Baird, Joe Langston, Margaret Hughes, 
Pauline Foster, Ruth Field, Mildred Good- 
rich, Ethel Sanders, Clarence Tilger, and 
Mozelle Cummins. 


Other participants were: Evelyn Mullen, 
Elizabeth Beamguard, Elinor Arsic, and 
Evelyn Peeler. 


A letter from the Tuscaloosa Hotel Com- 
pany concerning the Association meeting in 
1957 was read. The letter invited the As- 
sociation to make the Hotel Stafford its 
1957 convention headquarters. 


It was decided that a discussion on this 
matter was up to the Association members 
in Tuscaloosa, and Mrs. Foster was asked 
to confer with her colleagues there. If 
feasible, their decision was to be presented 
at the Sheffield meeting. 


Mrs. Pauline Foster, as Chairman of the 
Constitution Committee, presented her re- 
port on amendments to the constitution made 
necessary by the non-continuation of the 
Alabama Library Association as a chapter 
of the American Library Association. 


It was decided that Sybil Baird, former 
ALA chapter representative, would present 
the various constitutional problems involved 
at the business meeting in Sheffield, and it 
was further decided that a mail ballot of the 
membership should be made as soon after 
the Sheffield meeting as possible. 

The Secretary was instructed to write to 
the presidents of the state library associa- 
tions of the other southeastern states to 
ask them how their associations were han- 
dling the problem of ALA chapter status in 
view of the many local and regional laws on 
segregation. The replies to these queries 
are to go to the President for presentation 
to the members of the Association present 


at Sheffield. 


A report on the Alabama Librarian was 
made by the editor, Ruth Field, and Mrs, 
Field was commended for her work on 
the recently published five-year index. Those 
wishing copies are invited to request them 
from Mrs. Leo B. Roberts, Public Library 
Service Division, 4 N. Union Street, Mont- 
gomery. 

A report was made on the radio pro- 
gram prior to the Council meeting on which 
Mrs. Boysworth, Miss Mullen, and Mr. 
Langston spoke. The fifteen-minute pro- 
gram, produced by WAPI, Birmingham, was 
taped for possible use by other Alabama 
radio stations. The entire program em- 
phasized the importance of the Library 
Services Bill. 

The Federal Relations Committee re- 
ported that citizens were to be urged to 
wire their Senators and Representatives at 
the appropriate time, and that Association 
members throughout the state have been 
alerted to notify local citizens when the 
time arrives for action and publicity. 

Mrs. Jessie Cobb was appointed historian 
of the Alabama Library Association to re- 
place Miss Mary Mullen, who was forced 
to resign the position because of illness. 
The secretary was instructed to write a 
letter of appreciation to Miss Mullen for her 
long and faithful service in the Association. 


Miss Minnie Wall has been appointed 
Acting Head of the Catalog Department 
of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute Li- 
brary. Miss Wall received her B.S. in L.S. 
from Peabody Library School in 1942. She 
came to A.P.I. in 1947 after being librarian 
at the McIntyre Park H. S., Thomasville, 
Ga. 

Mrs. Audrey T. Mitchell, who holds a 
B.S. in L.S. degree from the University of 
North Carolina, became Acting Catalog Li- 
brarian at A.P.I. in February. She was 
formerly librarian of the Tuscaloosa High 
School. 





Int 
Mi 
I 


ran 


hou 
Ass 
Ala 


nec 


hou 
ap] 
Ove 
Fle 
ing 
vill 
Au 
thr 
Th 
ant 
in 

the 


QF 


ne 
re: 
th 
Be 


4 


on 


st 


Or 





was 
Mrs, 
on 
hose 
hem 
rary 
lont- 


pro- 
hich 
Mr. 
pro- 
was 
ama 
em- 
rary 


re- 
d to 
s at 
ation 
been 

the 


orian 
) re- 
rced 
ness, 
te a 
r her 
ition. 


inted 
ment 
oS 

LS 

She 
arian 
ville, 


lds a 
ty of 
g Li- 


was 
High 





Tue ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 








Librarians Urged To Go Places 


Interested in 
Miami Tour? 

If enough librarians are interested to war- 
rant the chartering of air-conditioned Grey- 
hound buses to go to the American Library 
Association meeting in Miami in June, the 
Alabama Library Association will make the 
necessary arrangements. 

According to the Tour Manager, Grey- 
hound, the round trip could be made for 
approximately $30.00 per person, with an 
overnight stop en route in St. Augustine, 
Florida. The itinerary would include driv- 
ing down the east coast through Jackson- 
ville, Daytona Beach, Marine Land, St. 
Augustine, and the route would return 
through Cypress Gardens and Silver Springs. 
The bus company would place the driver 
and bus at the disposal of the group while 
in Miami. Grey Lines guides would join 
the group in St. Augustine. 

The cost per bus is based on the mileage; 
each bus would provide accommodations for 
37 passengers. Therefore, it would be 
necessary for at least 37 persons to make a 
reservation in order to take advantage of 
this $30.00 round trip fare. If there were 
37 other librarians interested, then a sec- 
ond bus could be chartered, etc. 

A bus trip to Miami with minimum rest 
stops is 24 hours. 


Please send your name and address to 
Jean Hoffman if you are interested in go- 
ing to ALA by chartered bus. The definite 
arrangements will be decided during the 
annual American Library Association meet- 
ing in Sheffield. 

MAKE YOUR PLANS TO ATTEND 
BOTH MEETINGS! 


Alabama Librarians 
Attend Midwinter 

Attending the midwinter meeting of the 
American Library Association in Chicago 
recently were the following Alabama li- 
brarians: Fannie Schmitt, Evelyn Mullen, 
Willa Boysworth, Joe Langston, Joe Temple- 
ton, Gretchen Schenk, Jean Hoffman, Eliza- 
beth Beamguard, Clyde Cantrell, William 
Stanley Hoole, Jerrold Orne, and several 
members of the Air University Library staff. 





School Librarians 
To Meet in Miami 
The American Association of School Li- 
brarians will meet in Miami Beach, Florida, 
June 17-23, during the 75th annual con- 
ference of the American Library Association. 
Headquarters for the conference will be 
the Fountainbleau Hotel. Reservations may 
be made through the American Library As- 
sociation Housing Bureau, P. O. Box 1511, 
Miami Beach, Fla. 





ITS LATER THAN YOU THINK! 


Every active librarian owes it to himself and his job to identify himself with at least 


one professional organization. 
Alabama Library Association. 

brary. Dothan Alabama. $2.00 annually. 
Southeastern Library Association. 


belong to your state association. 
American Library Association. 
mingham, Alabama. 


Dues for memberships can be sent as follows: 
Miss Marion Neill, Treasurer, Houston Memorial Li- 


Mrs. Pauline Foster, Director, Department of 
School Librarianship, College of Education, University, Alabama. 


$2.00 annually if you 


Miss Adele Cohn, Birmingham Public Library, Bir- 
Membership scaled according to salary as follows: $6.00 if your 


salary is $2,999 or less; $7.00 if your salary is $3,000-$3,499; $8.00 if your salary is 
$3,500-$3,999; $9.00 if your salary is $4,000-$4,499; $10.00 if your salary is $4,500-$4,999; 
and up. Trustee and lay members have membership for $6.00. 


The next meetings are as follows: 
Alabama Library Association 
American Library Association 
Southeastern Library Association 


a April 26-28 
eee PE Je Biene 
Ser ere Oct. 11-13 
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HERE’S HOW 


The South’s largest 
Subscription Agency 


CAN HELP YOU- 











YOU CAN SAVE TIME YOU CAN HAVE A 


You make only one purchase order LARGER SELECTION 

You write only one check Complete listing of all magazines 
YOU CAN HAVE and Journals, recognized by A.B.C. 
BETTER SERVICE YOU CAN SAVE MONEY 
Automatic renewal if desired Lowest Library and Clubbing rates 


LET US PROVE OUR SERVICE TO YOU, WRITE 


Subscription Sewice Company 
Home Office 
401-03 TUSCALOOSA AVENUE, SW. BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 











DISCOVER THROUGH RESEARCH 


mm that... 
MRACLASS “A” LIBRARY BINDINGS 


Will Stand the TEST 

















of QUALITY 
BEAUTY — 
SERVICE 
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SOME FAVORITE BOOKS OF ALABAMIANS 
IN GOVERNMENT 


By JoHN Davip MARSHALL’ 


Someone (Clifton Fadiman, perhaps) has 
observed that “while book readers are not 
numerous in our society, they are neverthe- 
less influential.” And another writer has 
observed that leaders are also readers. Be- 
cause of these observations, one might well 
ask, “Do men holding positions of responsi- 
bility in public life read?” To find the 
answer, this writer recently sent a letter to 
Alabama’s Governor and U. S. Senators and 
Representatives. 

“What are three or four of your favorite 
books in addition to the Bible and the works 
of Shakespeare?” was asked of Governor 
Folsom, Senators Hill and Sparkman, and 
Representatives Andrews, Boykin, Elliott, 
Grant, Huddleston, Jones, Rains, Roberts, 
and Selden. Each of these men in public 
office was good enough to take the time to 
reply to this question, and each indicated 
his reading interests and/or his favorite 
books. 

A total of 40 different titles were men- 
tioned as favorite books. In addition to 
specific titles listed, the general writings of 
some fifteen authors were also mentioned. 
Autobiography, biography, history, essays, 
novels, and poetry were among the literary 
forms included in the composite list. 


Eleven works of an autobiographical or 
biographical character were cited. Those 
listed were John C. Calhoun: American Por- 
trait, by Margaret Coit; R. E. Lee: A Biogra- 
phy, by Douglas Southall Freeman; Auto- 
biography of Benjamin Franklin, Andrew 
Jackson: Border Captain [and] Portrait of 
a President, by Marquis James; Teacher, 
Anne Sullivan Macy: A Tribute by the 
Foster-Child of Her Mind, by Helen Keller; 
Profiles in Courage, by John F. Kennedy; 
Abraham Lincoln, by Carl Sandburg; Roose- 
velt and Hopkins, by Robert E. Sherwood; 
Jefferson Davis, by Hudson Strode; Andrew 
Johnson: A Study in Courage, by Lloyd Paul 
Stryker; and Memoirs of Harry S. Truman: 


’ Head of the Reference Department, Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute Library, Auburn. 


Year of Decisions [and] Years of Trial and 
Hope. 

The nine titles in the field of history 
which Alabama’s men in public life listed 
were A Stillness at Appomattox, by Bruce 
Catton; The Second World War, by Sir 
Winston S. Churchill; Lee’s Lieutenants, by 
Douglas Southall Freeman; The Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire, by Edward Gib- 
bon; Jefferson and His Time, by Dumas 
Malone; History of Alabama, by Albert 
James Pickett; The Age of Jackson, by 
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.; The Outline of 
History, by H. G. Wells; and Origins of the 
New South, 1887-1913, by Vann Woodward. 

Three books of essays, twelve novels, and 
the works of three poets were included on 
the book lists. Ralph Waldo Emerson’s 
Essays, William O. Douglas’ An Almanac of 
Liberty, and The Federalist made up the 
essays cited. Pilgrim’s Progress, by John 
Bunyan; A Christmas Carol, David Copper- 
field, and A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles 
Dickens; The Robe, by Lloyd C. Douglas; 
Les Miserables, by Victor Hugo; Moby Dick, 
by Herman Melville; Gone with the Wind, 
by Margaret Mitchell; Ivanhoe, by Sir Wal- 
ter Scott; Treasure Island, by Robert Louis 
Stevenson; War and Peace, by Leo Tolstoy; 
and The Caine Mutiny, by Herman Wouk, 
made works of fiction a popular type of 
reading among the Alabamians queried. The 
poems of Edgar Allan Poe, Sidney Lanier, 
and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow were 
mentioned as favorites, while John Milton’s 
Paradise Lost was the one specific title 
mentioned. 


In replying to the question relative to his 
favorite books, Governor James E. Folsom 
wrote that his top favorite is the Bible which 
he has read consistently for many years. 
“In addition to this great book,” he wrote, 
“I would like to mention four others which 
I value very much: The Age of Jackson, 
by Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.; Roosevelt and 
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Hopkins, by Robert E. Sherwood; The 
Memoirs of Harry S. Truman; and An Al- 
manac of Liberty, by William O. Douglas.” 

Senator Lister Hill replied at some length 
to the query and indicated that to answer 
the question regarding his favorite books 
was something of a difficult request. 
“When,” he commented, “we leave the Bible 
and Shakespeare, we move into a field so 
rich, so copious, and so varied that I find it 
almost impossible to give . 
answer.” Mr. Hill counts among his favor- 
ite novels Dickens’ Tale of Two Cities, 
Hugo’s Les Miserables, Tolstoy’s War and 
Peace, and Margaret Mitchell’s Gone with 
the Wind. Sidney Lanier and Edgar Allen 
Poe are two of the Senator’s favorite poets. 
In the field of history there are “many fa- 
vorites, beginning with Herodotus, Plutarch, 
and Tacitus, coming down to our present 
day historical works such as Margaret Coit’s 
John C. Calhoun, Dumas Malone’s Thomas 
Jefferson, Stryker’s Andrew Johnson, Arthur 
M. Schlesinger’s The Age of Jackson, Hud- 
son Strode’s Jefferson Davis, Helen Keller's 
Teacher, the works of Claude Bowers and 
Winston Churchill, John Kennedy’s Profiles 
in Courage...” In the field of political 
philosophy, Mr. Hill mentioned Aristotle, 
Plato, Locke, Montesquieu, Edmund Burke, 
Thomas Jefferson, Woodrow Wilson, and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt as favorites. 

Senator John Sparkman wrote that “it is 
hard to pick out three or four [books] and 
say that absolutely represent my 
choice in reading.” Four particular fa- 
vorites which Mr. Sparkman mentioned are 
Scott’s Ivanhoe, Franklin’s Autobiography, 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, and Lloyd C. 
Douglas’ The Robe. 

Representatives George Andrews listed 
Wells’ Outline of History, Douglas’ The 
Robe, and Wouk’s Caine Mutiny as among 
his favorite books. Representative Frank 
W. Boykin indicated that, after the Bible 
and Shakespeare, he would list books of 
American history and Pickett’s History of 
Alabama as his favorites. 

Representative Carl Elliott did not indi- 
cate any specific titles since he thought it 
difficult “to single out any three books (in 
addition to the Bible and Shakespeare) that 
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he would prefer above all others.” “My 
reading,” he wrote, “can be classified broad- 
ly as falling within the fields of government, 
political science, and history.” A great deal 
of his reading in recent years, he mentioned, 
has been done in preparation for the delivery 
of speeches. Mr. Elliott commented that, 
when he was a high school senior, he formed 
the habit of reading two books each week 
and this practice he has continued through 
the years. “I don’t,” he further commented, 
“ever recall having read the same _ book 
twice.” 

“Perhaps my favorite literature at this 
time,” wrote Representative George Grant, 
“lies in the field of history.” Among the 
historical works which have an especial ap- 
peal for him are Churchill’s six-volume his- 
tory of World War Two, Malone’s Jefferson 
and the Rights of Man, Woodward’s Origins 
of the New South, 1877-1913, Freeman’s 
R. E. Lee and Lee’s Lieutenants, Catton’s A 
Stillness at Appomattox. Among the classics, 
Mr. Grant listed Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, 
David Copperfield, and A Tale of Two 
Cities; Stevenson’s Treasure Island; Milton’s 
Paradise Lost, and Scott’s Ivanhoe. Na- 
thaniel Hawthorne, James Fenimore Cooper, 
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and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow are also 
among his favorite writers. 


Representative George Huddleston listed 
three works of fiction and three of non-fic- 
tion as favorite books. Melville’s Moby Dick, 
Hugo’s Les Miserables, and Dickens’ A Tale 
of Two Cities are Mr. Huddleston’s fiction 
favorites. His non-fiction favorites are The 
Federalist, Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, and Freeman’s R. E. Lee. 
Representative Robert E. Jones wrote that 
two of his favorite books are Sandburg’s 
Abraham Lincoln and Freeman’s Lee’s Lieu- 
tenants. Among the favorite books of Rep- 
resentative Albert Rains are Hugo's Les 
Miserables, Freeman’s R. E. Lee, Marquis 
James’ two volume life of Andrew Jackson, 
and Emerson’s Essays. Representative Ken- 
neth A. Roberts included in his favorite 
book list Freeman’s Lee’s Lieutenants, 
Sandburg’s Abraham _ Lincoln, Hudson 
Strode’s Jefferson Davis, and biographies of 
Andrew Jackson. Representative Armistead 
I. Selden wrote that, in addition to the 
Bible and Shakespeare’s works, he enjoyed 
reading both biographies and _ historical 
novels. 
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CPersons and CPlaces . 


The $400.00 scholarship established by 
the Jefferson County Student Library As- 
sistants Organization, at the University of 
Alabama, has been awarded to Lorie An- 
dress, a senior from Troy. 

This scholarship money can be borrowed 
by a junior or senior at the University who 
is majoring in library science. Money to 
increase this scholarship loan fund is made 
each year from the annual tour of libraries 
or a university campus made by this student 
organization, composed of members of li- 
brary clubs from the 23 high schools in Bir- 
mingham and Jefferson County. This is the 
only scholarship sponsored by students in 
Alabama. 

2 . a * 


Two new librarians have joined the ref- 
erence staff of the Redstone Arsenal Tech- 
nical Library. Miss Ione B. McKnight 
accepted a transfer from the Ordnance 
Guided Missile School Library, also located 
at Redstone Arsenal. Mrs Frances R. Dickey, 
a former member of the Technical Library 
staff, resumed her career following a leave 
of absence. 

Mrs. Delores M. Allen, a graduate of the 
University of Alabama, has been appointed 
librarian at the Ordnance Guided Missile 
School to succeed Miss McKnight. 
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Miss Kathryn Abercrombie will head the 
newly established Attalla Public Library 
which opened in February. The library 
board has redecorated the Community Cen- 
ter quarters and appropriated money to 
initiate this new community service. 

2 o o o 

Mrs. Jack S. Brown, wife of Professor 
Brown of the University who is now doing 
his stint with Uncle Sam at Gunter Air 
Force Base, is in charge of circulation at 
Huntingdon College Library. 

Huntingdon College Library Staff has 
helped to organize several libraries in Mont- 
gomery. 

oo = cod a 

Howard College has begun construction 
of a new library building at the site of the 
new campus on Lake Shore Drive in Bir- 
mingham. 

o e a = 

Mrs. Rosali Meinersmann, a native of Mil- 
waukee and a graduate of the University 
of Washington Library School, has recently 
been appointed librarian of the professional 
library of the 3810th USAF Hospital at 
Maxwell Air Base. Mrs. Meinersmann has 
worked at the Milwaukee Public Library, 
the Antioch, Illinois, Township Library, and 
was a member of the Downey Veterans 
Hospital Library staff. 
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Miss Jewel Davis, Head Cataloger at the Auburn Polytechnic Institute, died 
at the home of her parents in Trenton, Florida, on January 6. 

Miss Davis joined the cataloging staff at A.P.I. in 1930, and is remembered in 
this capacity for her ability to organize the work of the department. 
ready smile and generous spirit were felt not only in the library but also at home 


She was in demand for book reviews and other programs, and she gave un- 
stintingly of her time for civic and educational matters. 
Auburn chapter of the A.A.U.W., she was for three years chairman of the program 
committee. She was an active member of the Friends of the Auburn Public Library, 
and at one time was treasurer of the Alabama Library Association. 


ALICE ALISON LIDE 
Miss Alice Alison Lide, widely known Alabama author, died in Selma recently. 
She and her sister, Margaret Alison Johansen, of Austin, Texas, wrote primarily 
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Positions Open 

As the result of opening a new branch 
library at Toulminville and the expansion 
of services at the Davis Avenue Branch 
(colored), Mobile Public Library is now ac- 
cepting applications for the following po- 
sitions: 

At the main building: two librarians, 
grade one, for reference and adult services, 
salary range $3,120-$3,600, library science 
degree required, no experience, no age 
limit, male or female, 40-hour week, one 
month vacation, social security, local holi- 
days and sick leave cumulative to 30 days. 
These positions are open now. 

Two librarians, grade two, salary range 
$3,720-$4,440, branch library department 
head status, one white, one colored, to 
promote and supervise library services of 
each branch. Library science degree and 
experience required, no age limit, male or 
female, and other prerequisites as stated 
above. 

All applications and inquiries should be 
addressed to Mr. Joe Templeton, Director, 
Mobile Public Library, Mobile, Ala. 


Western Reserve Offers 
Advanced Library Degree 

Advanced studies leading to the Doctor 
of Philosophy degree in library science are 
now offered by Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, Ohio. The new program is ad- 
ministered jointly by the WRU School of 
Library Science and the Graduate School 
of Arts and Sciences. 
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Complete information on the new Ph.D. 
program and information on the scholarships 
available may be obtained from the office 
of the Dean, School of Library Science, 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland 6, 
Ohio. Enrollment applications for summer 
and for 1956-57 are now being accepted. 
Applications for scholarships should be 
made by May 15. 





NOMINEES FOR OFFICE 
The following slate of officers is proposed to the membership of the Alabama 
Library Association for the year 1956-57. 
Vice-President and President-Elect ee eee 
Director, Air University Library 
ssc eigemd cae oe eae ere Elinor Arsic 
Librarian, Muscle Shoals Regional Library 
Martha Jule Blackshear 
State School Libraries Consultant 
These names will be put in nomination during the Annual Business Meeting 
in Sheffield. 
Respectfully submited by the Nominating Committee. 
Elizabeth Beamguard 
Frances Seay 
John K. Cameron, Chairman 


Jerrold Orne 
Secretary - 


Treasurer 














